
Fish farming is a growing industry worldwide. While ecologically 
sustainable directives and practices have been introduced in recent 
years, fish welfare has been overlooked. Here we present 
FishEthoBase, an open-access database assessing current and 
prospective welfare of farmed fish. For each species, we propose 10 
critical questions covering ecological, behavioural and physiological 
criteria: home and depth range, migration, reproduction, aggregation, 
aggression,aggression, habitat type, stress, malformations and slaughter. These 
questions are answered using a protocol based on standardised risk 
analysis methods, that delivers a) a comparison between the wild 
behaviour and the fish welfare state under conventional farming 
conditions, b) the potential for improvement in welfare and c) the 
certainty of the findings. FishEthoBase ultimately aims to cover all 
farmed fish species, providing a freely available and powerful tool for 
fishfish farmers to improve the welfare of their fish, while identifying 
knowledge gaps for researchers, and creating awareness for 
consumers. This project may constitute a decisive step for a welfare 
certification in the near future.
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